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The present doctoral dissertation undertakes the historical overview and systematic
comprehension of the theology of desire. In its present form, it is a new stage of research that
was developed into a defended Licentiate in Sacred Theology thesis. Its starting point is the
understanding of the phenomenon of human desire on the theological horizon; however, with
the development of the research and the thesis, this theological anthropological viewpoint
gradually shifts to purely Christological and theological perspectives. This shift takes place
around the chapters on the oeuvres of Augustine of Hippo and his contemporary, Gregory of
Nyssa, the two focal characters of the thesis. On the one hand, the historical review of
philosophy and theology leads the reader until the chapters on Augustine and Gregory; on the

other hand, these are also the chapters where systematic reflections start.

The two authors deserve a central position, because they provided radically different
interpretations of desire at the same time, observing the stages of the previous tradition
theoretically from the same distance. To put it simply, the radical difference in interpretation
means a rather pessimistic conception of desire by Augustine, while Gregory’s work reflects a
rather optimistic one. Nevertheless, if we further approach the two authors and meticulously
read their text, we may conclude that at most only tendencies emerge towards the directions of
pessimism or optimism, respectively. The reception of the two authors was responsible for the
simplification of the tendencies: Gregory was forgotten, while Augustine was exaggerated in

the later discussions on the doctrine of grace or moral theology.

One of the aims of this dissertation is to point out Augustine’s and Gregory’s views by
reading the original texts, and by primarily following the footsteps of the latter author, to try to
develop a way characterised by productivity instead of oblivion. Gregory implies the thought
that in the archetype of desire belonging to man’s God image, that is, in God himself, there is
desire. However, the consideration of this possibility is significant in itself in a Christian
theological environment proclaiming immutability as an attribute. To put the importance of the
issue in another way: if we can really suppose that desire is present in God, how can that be
conceived without supposing lack in God, who is known to be the completeness of being? One
of the answers of the paper is that desire is not interpreted in a privative way, but as a force
providing dynamics in the act of love. The overview of biblical sources is followed by a
schematic review of the sacred tradition and the history of ideas and philosophy; then, the first

elaboration of a possible theology of desire appears in the constructive theological chapters.
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